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1. Cong MP Opposes Move to 'Dismantle' Planning Commission 

 

Outlook: 01.12.2014 

 
A Congress member today asked the government to desist from any move to "dismantle" the 

Planning Commission and sought steps to strengthen it. 

 

Raising the issue during Zero Hour, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said the Planning Commission is 

an important independent institution which has been guiding the development of various states. 

 

"If there is any deficiency, that should be mended and not ended. You should not dismantle it but 

rejuvenate it," he said. 

 

His party colleague T Meinya asked the government to immediately table M P Bezbaruah 

Committee Report and take steps to stop attacks on the people of the northeast staying in other 

parts of the country and put an end to "racial profiling". 

 

He said people from the northeast were being "targeted and attacked" in Delhi and other metros 

and there have been five such incidents in the recent past one after another. 

 

Bhratruhari Mahtab (BJD) urged the government to celebrate the birth anniversary of Raja 

Mahendra Pratap, a stalwart of the Indian freedom movement who had established the first Indian 

government-in-exile in 1915 in Kabul. 

 

Mahendra Pratap had donated everything he owned to the cause of the people and the freedom 

movement, including land, for establishing the Aligarh Muslim University, he said. While AMU 

should establish a Chair in his name, the government should also promote research on his activities 

in the freedom struggle. 

 

Shashi Tharoor (Cong) wanted the government to establish a railway medical college and hospital 

in Thiruvananthapuram for which land has already been identified through public-private 

partnership mode. 

 

TRS member A Sitaram Naik raised the issue seven mandals in Telangana which were located in 

Andhra Pradesh, but two MLAs and two MPs representing them belonged to Telangana. 

 

He demanded an urgent solution to the problem to provide representation of the people, mostly 

tribals, living in these mandals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Navbharat Times: 01.12.2014 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3. India may set bigger climate change targets before Obama's R-Day visit 

Nitin Sethi, Business Standard: December 2, 2014 Last Updated at 00:57 IST 

 

Union cabinet is expected to clear the final brief on Tuesday for the negotiating 

delegation to Lima talks 

 
 

In what could push the country into the same league as the US and China, India is likely to 

announce new, bigger and more effective climate change targets by the time US President Barack 

Obama comes here as chief guest for the Republic Day parade in January next year. The 

announcement is likely to include an ‘aspirational’ peaking year for India’s greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

 

The move follows discussions in the government, led by the Prime Minister’s Office. 

 

It is expected on Tuesday, the Union Cabinet will clear the final brief for the negotiating delegation 

to the Lima talks on climate change, led by environment minister Prakash Javadekar. 

 

In 2010, India had committed to a 20-25 per cent cut in its carbon intensity by 2020, compared to 

the levels in 2005. 

 

The process to make fresh and enhanced commitments to the international community was in the 

works for the past few months, with the government commissioning studies to assess and project 

India’s greenhouse gas emissions. The results of these studies are due in December. A joint US-

China announcement has incentivised India to make an early announcement in this regard. 

 

Though the announcements by the US and China weren’t seen as ambitious by the Indian 

government, these were appreciated for their political significance. 

 

In a joint statement with the US, China had announced its greenhouse gas emissions were likely 

to peak around 2030 and fall subsequently. Developing countries, requiring more space for their 

developmental priorities, are expected by the global community to draw a lower-than-usual 

emission trajectory of their increasing emissions through the coming years and suggest a year by 

which their emissions will start falling in absolute terms, while developed countries are required 

to announce absolute emission cuts. 

 

A source in the government said, “The consultations have begun for it. We should be able to 

narrow down on the nature of targets we should aspire to. It is likely to include an indicative year 

by which India’s emissions could peak, as well as a fresh target for lowering the economy’s carbon 

intensity.” 

 

Another official Business Standard spoke to said the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 

government was looking at announcing a package that would include the ambitious solar power 



targets it was planning on the domestic front. This is expected to be further beefed up with 

indications of the extra efforts India will make under the energy efficiency mission. The mission 

is also being revamped. 

 

“Confabulations are being held with various experts and ministries and discussions have also been 

held at the Prime Minister’s Office,” the official said. 

 

India and all other countries are required to formally submit their ‘intended nationally determined 

contributions’, or INDCs, to the UN climate convention after March. These INDCs are meant to 

be the voluntarily and domestically determined action these countries will take to fight climate 

change under a new agreement to be signed in Paris in 2015. 

 

As of now, it is unclear how these will be reviewed on the principles of common but differentiated 

responsibility and equity, or for adequacy to keep global temperatures within tolerable limits. 

 

Even as more than half a dozen Indian delegates have flown to Lima, Javadekar is slated to travel 

to the Peruvian capital during the weekend for the second week of talks, which are led by ministers. 

It is expected he will get his red-lines for the coming negotiations cleared from the Cabinet on 

Tuesday. "The advantage with this NDA government taking a call on multilateral negotiations 

such as these is the sense of decisiveness right from the top," said an official on the Indian 

delegation. He was referring to the differences that remained entrenched between different key 

personalities in the United Progressive Alliance government on climate change, leading to changes 

in its international stance through the years. 

 

The discussions for the big announcement by Prime Minister Narendra Modi will take several 

more rounds of discussions between relevant ministries and experts, government sources said. 

They added these should be ready for announcement around the time Obama visited the national 

capital. 

 

A GIANT LEAP 

 

India likely to announce an indicative greenhouse gas emissions peaking year by January, when 

US President Obama visits Delhi; the discussions are being led by the Prime Minister's Office 

  

Targets could include emission intensity numbers 

  

Indicative solar power targets and energy efficiency targets could also be bundled in 

  

New emission profile studies commissioned by government to be in place by December 

  

Announcement will then lead to formal submission of 'intended nationally determined 

contributions' to the UN Climate Convention for the Paris 2015 agreement  

  



4. Fighting the 'goat plague' with ingenuity 

Surinder Sud, Business Standard: 02.12.2014   
 

With a mortality rate of 50 to 85 per cent, the PPR virus has caused huge losses for goat and sheep 

farmers. But a new scientific forum is expected to implement a concrete plan to stamp out this 

fatal virus 

Most of the ongoing livestock health care programmes are targeted at cows and buffaloes. Small 

ruminants like goats and sheep have been overlooked. These animals are indeed the mainstay of 

livelihood for millions of landless people, small and marginal farmers and tribals, especially in 

arid and other poorly-endowed regions. They can thrive under harsh conditions and sparse 

vegetation in these areas to provide valuable milk, meat, wool and other products. The profitability 

of goat and sheep husbandry is steadily improving, thanks to the growing demand and rising prices 

of these items. 

 

The contribution of goats to the gross domestic product (GDP) in 2012-13 is officially estimated 

at nearly Rs 22,000 crore and that of sheep at over Rs 10,000 crore. This is despite huge losses 

suffered by goat and sheep owners because of the frequent outbreaks of a fatal viral disease called 

Peste des Petits Ruminants or PPR. It has a mortality rate of 50 to 85 per cent. Nearly 30 per cent 

deaths of goats and sheep are attributable to PPR, though these numbers are not reflected in the 

official records since most cases of this infection go unreported. With better health care, the share 

of small ruminants in the GDP can increase perceptibly. 

 

The PPR virus is similar to the viruses that cause the dreaded rinderpest disease among cows and 

buffaloes, distemper disease in dogs, and measles in human beings. Its symptoms include fever, 

discharges from the eyes and nose, disturbed breathing, cough and foul-smelling diarrhoea. Like 

other viruses, PPR is also highly contagious, spreading through contact and secretions from sick 

animals. Goats are more vulnerable to this infection - that is why it is also referred to as the "goat 

plague". 

 

A possible reason this malady has been neglected is that goat and sheep farmers - being poor and 

unorganised - are not articulate or demanding. The awareness about this virus is also low. 

Consequently, there has been no focused nationwide programme to control or eradicate PPR, 

although the country has all the resources required to do so - good indigenous vaccines, diagnostic 

laboratories and vaccine manufacturing industry. The local vaccine is said to be highly effective 

and gives a long-lasting immunity. It is also not too expensive - one dose costs just Rs 2 to Rs 

2.50. The installed vaccine production capacity is enough to meet the domestic demand and even 

export it to neighbouring countries, which face a similar threat to their small ruminant sectors from 

the PPR virus. 

 

According to S K Bandyopadhay, an animal husbandry expert who played a key role in the 

development of indigenous PPR vaccine, it is possible to wipe out this hazard but the initiative has 

to come from the government's side. Fortunately, there has been movement in this direction thanks 

to the formation of a National Scientific Forum for PPR eradication involving various 

stakeholders, including scientists, government agencies and vaccine producers. The details of the 

proposed forum were discussed in a national conference on PPR disease, organised in Delhi by the 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research and the Union animal husbandry department. Some other 



national and international bodies, notably the UK's Alliance for Livestock Veterinary Medicine 

and the Pune-based BAIF Development Research Foundation, were also associated with this 

move. This forum is expected to formulate and implement a concrete plan to stamp out this ailment. 

More importantly, it will promote awareness among goat and sheep farmers about the disease, its 

symptoms and the available means for its prevention and cure. 

 

The World Organisation for Animal Health is also understood to be formulating a programme for 

PPR eradication from South Asia. These initiatives can hopefully reduce goat and sheep mortality. 

The upshots of these efforts will range from strengthening the livelihood security of goat and sheep 

farmers to augmenting the availability of animal products to soften the spike in their price. 

 

 

 

 

  



5. Making the cut 

Written by Jahangir Aziz, Indian Express: December 2, 2014  

 
The RBI’s target is 6 per cent by January 2016 and thereafter, unless explicitly revised up or down. 

 

This government was supposed to be different. But just when one believes it is being different, it 

has the uncanny knack of rudely reminding us how close its thinking is to that of the previous 

government. 

Take its position on the growth-inflation tradeoff. Less than four months back, in the full-year 

budget, the government undertook what has been its biggest and perhaps only structural reform so 

far. It exhorted the RBI to shift to a “modern monetary policy framework”. In the first policy 

review after the budget, the RBI obliged by adopting a quantitative inflation target (IT). The 

implications of this change could be far-reaching. History teaches us that chronic high inflation is 

eliminated by either moving to a fixed exchange rate regime (thereby importing some other 

country’s inflation) or by making the IT the sole objective of monetary policy. 

But inflation targeting is very different from having price stability as just another objective of 

monetary policy. In an IT framework, the only thing that matters is inflation: not growth, financial 

stability or the exchange rate. And the only topic of conversation between the central bank on one 

side and the government, market and public on the other, is whether the current monetary policy 

stance is too tight or too easy to meet the pre-determined 12-18 month-ahead IT. The RBI’s target 

is 6 per cent by January 2016 and thereafter, unless explicitly revised up or down. There is no 

place in an IT framework for policy rates to be eased to boost growth, defend the currency or 

safeguard financial stability if that in any way compromises the IT. 

So, after having persuaded the RBI to move to a “modern monetary policy framework”, is the 

government now uneasy about the straightjacket such a framework imposes on policy choices, or 

is it realising that it did not really intend for the central bank to adopt an IT framework? Either 

way, trying to push the RBI to cut rates by publicly urging it to do so may or may not hurt its 

credibility, but it raises questions about the faith the government has in its own policies. 

The UPA often relied on such tactics to put pressure on the RBI. However, rather than growth 

being boosted and sustained, such efforts only led to inflation and inflationary expectations 

getting more entrenched. The RBI’s growth-inflation balancing framework meant that monetary 

policy was always forced to be reactive: if inflation surprised on the upside, policy was tightened; 

on downside surprises, it was eased. All this meant was that inflationary expectations were never 

anchored. When inflation dipped, the clamour for rate cuts heightened and the RBI reluctantly or 

willingly obliged, which ended up reigniting inflation a few months later. 

In an IT framework, policy rates are determined by what is needed to reach the 6 per cent target 

on a sustainable basis, and not by monthly price volatility, unless the latter alters expectations of 

medium-term inflation. Thus, if the government truly believes that policy rates should be eased, it 

has to argue that the decline in oil and global commodity prices, fall in food inflation and lower-

than-expected domestic demand will deliver an inflation rate comfortably below 6 per cent on a 

sustained basis. It can’t argue that monetary policy needs to be eased because that might be good 

for growth. This argument was taken out of the reckoning when the government exhorted the RBI 

to adopt the IT framework, and it obliged. 

The question remains if the RBI should or will ease policy today or in the near term. While the 

probability of a cut today is low, not least because it could be construed as the RBI giving in to 

external pressures, it is hard to see policy rates remaining on hold over the next year. The decline 



in global commodity prices is here to stay over the medium term, given that China is structurally 

slowing, and there has been a significant increase in the global supply of oil. India, like many other 

emerging markets, has been importing disinflation because currency appreciation against the euro 

and yen has not been fully offset by depreciation against the dollar (that is, nominal and real 

exchange rates have appreciated on a trade-weighted basis and will likely continue to do so in 

2015). 

Despite the marked improvement in the plumbing of government decision-making, corporate India 

remains unconvinced of higher medium-term growth: industrial production continues to languish; 

credit growth is close to its lowest level in a decade; and investment growth again turned negative 

last quarter. The 5.3 per cent GDP growth last quarter was delivered largely on higher-than-

expected agriculture and government spending. Both should trail off in the next quarters. 

Consequently, the near-term demand momentum could well disappoint again, keeping core 

inflation at bay. 

Many have argued that policy rates need to be cut because real interest rates have risen sharply. 

This is a disingenuous argument. Real rates have gone up because inflation has declined, and 

almost all of the fall in prices is because of tumbling input , not output, prices. Consequently, the 

rise in real funding costs has likely been more than offset by the fall in other input prices, so that 

corporate margins have increased, not declined. Recent PMI data indicates this is exactly what’s 

happening. The urban middle class will also benefit not just from higher real deposit rates but also 

from the rise in purchasing power. The only group that stands to lose is the rural farming 

community because MSP increases have been significantly less than even the most optimistic 

inflation forecast. But this has little to do with real interest rates and monetary policy. 

How does one determine whether real interest rates are too high and need to be eased? We all have 

different explicit or implicit inflation models that are often based on smell tests or dubious 

econometrics. Centering a conversation with the RBI on such disparate models would be talking 

at cross-purposes. More efficient would be to focus the discussions on the RBI’s own inflation 

model, which was discussed in detail in its September review. At that time, the RBI indicated that 

its model was forecasting inflation to be on track to print at 7 per cent by January 2016 — 100 

basis points higher than the 6 per cent target. This computation was based on the assumptions 

prevailing then. Using the published sensitivities to different shocks to the model, a sustained $30 

per barrel reduction in oil prices lowers the 7 per cent inflation forecast to about 6.5 per cent. To 

push the forecast comfortably below 6 per cent, one needs not only the current decline in food 

inflation to sustain throughout next year, but also for 2015-16 growth to be 100 basis points less 

than the RBI’s own forecast of 6.3 per cent. Informed dialogue on the likelihood of this and other 

scenarios is the right way to engage and challenge the RBI. 

So when should the RBI ease? When it is convinced that from 2016, inflation will be comfortably 

below 6 per cent. This will likely mean that the RBI will wait until next year’s budget is presented 

and the current commodity and food disinflation show firmer signs of sustaining before cutting 

rates. But when it does cut, it is likely to do so decisively. The shift to the IT framework is the 

single biggest structural reform undertaken by the new government. It has given the economy a 

real chance to end chronic inflation and move to a sustained path of recovery. Giving this up for 

some perceived gain in near-term growth would be repeating the same mistakes of the past five 

years. 



 
 
 
PART B 

 

 
NEWS AND VIEWS 

 
                                            Tuesday 2nd December 2014 

 
 

 
 

  
                                                                 Communication, IT Information Division  

                                                                                         Phone # 2525 
 
 

Polity                    : Sena climbs down to join Maha govt    

                                 
 
 

Economy              : At 6.3%, India does an encore;                
                                         Manufacturing Cheers Along  

                                  

Planning               : FinMin, RBI will Plan ways for         
                                         Hedging Crude Imports   

                                          
                                            
 

Editorial               : An avoidable controversy                
                                                                                             

 



Date:o2 \r,\
Page No.os;lo

OF N.E IOUR, PI\I LAUNCHES PALATANA PLANTIN TRIPURA

M0Dl GIFISTHE l,lAIl0N
ANEWPOWEB PIANI
ON LASTDAY

LSpassesBilltorevive
NTC&sicktextilemills
l'jll1l:'1T1,, 

,i:; I , ;Ll ;l-" I 
,: , * till{,",.,Iffr1r

# ]fl:.:"J:.*il frT ;lli"; i,J,i! N+4" 'il,-I,lJi'.;.
i:_X:"t.;jq trI1,h h". ri..tr....i;;;,; ;.;H,,#" ., " -
:l;,11,'.r-,."gr.njj' iiliiili,l;lH,"lt ;"f , ;n", f :,1;1,*l.ll
g;;*rm** ;It; rxtl:i:: .J rrus$ffi"S#

shd.moLhq,;3

mx,r"*st# $s{lli,Ilrilill,,.rl;:lHir,,*l;
hD 8,. ,. i;,-:;'l: *rh6, &,rh;i
od!rv;o"; :i;.ii qtrnan' b burd ! ;^
-R,h"b6:i^;"" i(., rd.rd &b;
.,:fl.T:tpXl^"":I,1,"^"". . h.i;i:,; ;#,i,n;Hi.ti"H.,
#IE;$.,ij;m,:4 ,;;_;i i..l::,ir,,j.;1 .,"[",H l;"i, ;

hr. {,._{i,ir;rr;



The Times Of India

Modi dreams big for NE, calls
it the new gateway to Asia

Earnark {281 ci
hr nll prolcc{s

D.r.d, c2,\\z\2.rY
P.gc No \(

Raise cap on cabinet size:Tiipura
Aeld|hineMhLhNaru|dra

m.eEbrr'nedmDlDks(h

.hBn,tksbbtuli.Endie4ninlhTbnniMdqulb

.!dt.- odai.dd;r-

rt*dd,',dllptdlty

anlnkt.hlueoq Thes sds;

!l!Etbheuhl.Ei.Jrc
bsb6Mridft@,d.
dbdl[I!rcrtid'd4bDl
d.lldbyfuPI.li6ldd



l'lr. Ilin.lu

I}IDIA.BA}.IGLADESH LBA

ofenclirvcs:cn ble

Bill sought to ratify boundary pact
cnd (r7 lear old disputoIr will swirpping

Darc:oz\tzP-.\Y
Pate NL,. t!



'I he Economic Times Dale:
Page No. o\ )\9

o2\r-\

At6.3Vo,India does an encore;
Manufacturing Cheers Along
octcore8rowth at4.monlh hi8h; PMt at 2l month peak

s^dhs otrnd rr Frs""i rd'r

i dururua rdls;d@k

Three Cheers

fi1"-r

FinMin, RBI Will Plan Ways
for Hedgng Crude Imports
Movecansi8nificantlyreducethecounvysoi bil fromlastyear'slevelof9155billion

stEtegy to Help Statc Refln€rs
@EEE

..€?



The Times Of lndia
Dnted: ('
Prg. No.

,\, \

Sena climbs down
to ioin Maha govt

Drops Demand For Dy CM, Home Min Posts

ffi
t'.{



'l he l'ioncer Date: oz\F \>otY
Page No.t I

IPG tate cut by {113,
iet fuel prices by 4.1%

ffi *-+t'lffix@Xi tr ""..lil ir',I' l; -r
)$!
l,.; -]



Dut",crr\\2\h\Y
Page No.lo

Provisions for green fuels likef
in amended Motor Vehicle Act
."i,"1f":*3



Bnsincss Linr Date o >\t'r-\ t-. t',
Page No.o9

Healy Industryr Ministry seeks higher
import duty on power equipment



llndiai consulate in New York
to restore historic building

The Sialesman p3tel ozll2 \2-ot v
Page No.\l

.'t
L



tL\! Hi/hqrr
6 d]"t!e':J

An avoidablc
controvcrsv

b.Nure.Edibilityiid.r]insy]lholhd.dldn.nl
lprrortion n $rt I mno'rdum o{ rid.rhdla
.isr,l b!M!n tnc rrudiyr vidydryr &nsdhrn
(xvs) undd rh. pBiour rcrjm! *jth $c cerh! h-
dn//ilaM@ll.r3hiI-behcdlm..
rhidL@rsc btu.sr!ddoLn€o1rneN o
uutb! PoUq. s.E.rr dol .yrchr lh rh. .m-
t, ndud. roEisr re(urs., ,u.h r Frxh Dd Grt
hrr r 4.n ! cotrd Lnaual md e fir m oB he
*rqEtion.d d:.n hslirr. !tr rhkcu, c.l:m E
oilymofih.op6o[ror$.thi.dlrtrlurgsofl.Edh,

@iqtu+rn,rdth*m.Toooorto&ntxM
pEcEnEr.u!lhddbridtsrcn!lohhlfor.
.igll.,a*.bbdth.n.lErrFb,sluddl
DEf.Eiefor$Btnl..thidl'noeEmia

u'dlh.pl*nln.imr.*mdlod.modfui'
&nl{akllJlh!iolionollidltyolr8!.eht
lBH tni! irudo bxrld by rorcirn dns.

Ih!$pEr.cdnhlquglionedlhsh[bwilh
dichserlitil.oughllob.iitodusdlnlh.frlddh

Ii]l4uEthnnudli,ii.no(pu!unduenEeby
adatjlg!nenlrylelDlhburrndmslinr@ti

thendh$ ornuv lr@ad', r r thnd htrsdqbut

d lff drltlr srn,Lnr o' rny oder'nodotr Iidrrtr
b,{u+'ulltdlDgurg!.c.runllbcEl4&d
blb.ld}E.iful'obbydu,'Thch@rqudliotr

poi.dlEndc.trurrEnih.Elholdb.tde
lbrMfuh'ul.1nth.udaL&hcdldcdb
chlxEs.n rrj.ordn r n odh rndnn or Euots.
r l,I'ua. su.h outrEeoi.ln, i, lll 0r mE jbhtc
gBiddiulhdGl@}rd.nnh!nrd.loi,th


